AUTHOR'S PREFACE
ITALIAN education was affected by Fascism in many ways;
it did not, however, undergo a revolution destructive of the
old system, nor were new and comprehensive ideals em-
bodied in an all-embracing order. Its administrative machinery
preserved many functions almost intact, and the main features of
the school organization remained unchanged. As in the past,
more attention was paid to the training of the intellect than to the
moral discipline of the will or to technical instruction. The
Roman Church as a teaching body was not deprived of the most
important rights it used to exercise, nor did its position become
on the whole more prominent; and the home remained the place
where children were taught the fundamentals of a moral life.
Many people continued to express, from their chairs or pulpits
or in their homes, their beliefs in ideals other than imperi-
alism and State omnipotence. The youths who were brought
up in the Fascist 'climate', failed to provide an army devoted
to, and ready to fight for, f the Roman Empire of the working
people'.
For all this, the picture of Italian education at the end of the
Fascist regime was very different from what it was in 1922. The
administration had become more centralized, and many of its
branches had been reshaped. Some types of schools had changed
both their name and' their structure, some new ones had been
created, and others had been abolished; the numbers of classes
and pupils had increased, especially in the institutions for higher
education. The intellectual side had been accentuated in most
secondary schools, while physical training had come to the fore-
front almost everywhere; several attempts had been made to
develop technical and vocational instruction. The crucifix hung
on the walls of all class-rooms, and religion had become a com-
pulsory subject in the elementary and secondary schools; the
confessional establishment benefited from some facilities granted
to private education. On the other hand, the new faith in the
State and its Duce challenged Catholic beliefs and practice. The
military youth organizations were steadily tightening their hold
on the boys and girls, and aimed at building the character of the
*new Italians', and for this reason homes were often deserted
by the children and suffered interference from the political
authorities. Huge masses of people had been organized into
bodies which had among their aims the social and political
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